
Archetypes 
Which Mediator Archetype Are You? 



Play along 

•  http://www.playbuzz.com/sharons12/what-mediator-
archetype-best-matches-your-style 



Who are you? 
 

•  How do you practice? How do your clients perceive you? 
•  What does the media think and say about mediators and 

their differing styles and practices? 



Knight/Hero 

•  Also known as The Knight or Hero, the rescuer mediator 
assists when needed then withdraws once the "rescue" is 
accomplished. The Rescuer provides an infusion of 
strength and support to help others through a difficult 
situation, crisis or unfamiliar process.   



Servant/Martyr 

•  The Servant, or in extreme cases The Martyr, focuses on 
others' needs and seeks to enhance others' wellbeing. The 
best Servant mediators are able to balance service to 
others with an awareness of their own needs, thus 
avoiding burn-out.  Servant mediators may, however, 
become consumed by the needs of those they are assisting 
and may place the needs of the parties above their own. 

 



Shape-Shifter/Trickster 

•  The Shape-Shifter or Trickster has the ability to shift 
seamlessly from one approach to another in order to 
match the needs of the parties.  The Shape-shifter hides 
their real feelings and emotions.  They may cross 
boundaries of the socially acceptable in identifying what 
people would like to do or say themselves, but their 
transgressions are excused because of their personal style. 

•    



Teacher/Wise Elder 

•  The Teacher (or Wise Elder) seeks to communicate 
knowledge, skill and wisdom to another to allow them to 
solve problems now and in the future.  They may offer 
instruction and coaching to each of the parties to a 
mediation, and often guide the parties in their approaches 
to conflict while modelling kindness and ethics. 



Judge/Referee 

•  The Judge is notable for seeking justice in an mediated 
outcome.  The Judge often has a strong personal 
commitment to specific ideals of fairness and will offer 
opinions based on those ideals.  The Judge may evaluate 
conflicts through their lens on fairness (which might be a 
legal framework) and will seek to ensure that the parties 
understand that lens. 

 



Engineer 

•  The Engineer is eminently practical, hands-on and 
devoted to making things work.  As a mediator, The 
Engineer is grounded, orderly and strategic.  This 
mediator often draws on resolutions in previous conflicts 
as a possible starting point for building a solution. 



Diplomat 

•  The Diplomat smooths relations between potentially 
antagonistic groups or individuals.  The Diplomat 
exercises patience, skill and an ability to see and respect 
all perspectives in a conflict.  The Diplomat reads people 
with great acuity and uses this skill to bring people 
together. 



Magical Child 

•  The Magical Child sees the potential for beauty in all 
things.  As a mediator, the Child brings an unbridled 
sense of optimism to each dispute.  This mediator is 
gifted with the power of imagination and belief that 
everything is possible, and may carry the parties forward 
on the strength of that belief. 

 



Liberator 

•  The Liberator helps individuals in dispute to break free 
from the tyranny of self-inflicted negative thought 
patterns and beliefs.  As a mediator, the Liberator seeks to 
disrupt old, entrenched beliefs, attitudes and conflict 
patterns in order to allow parties to develop new 
approaches. 



Alchemist/Wizard/
Magician 

•  The Alchemist (aka The Wizard or Magician) seeks to 
transform disputes and disputing parties.  The Alchemist 
views disputes as a process with the potential to change 
individual's and group's conflict patterns.   



Gary Harper 

•  Media Portrayal 

•  Hero/Victim/Villain 



Wedding crashers 

•  Wedding Crashers 



The break-up 

•  The Break-up 



Iyanla  

•  Iyanla mediation 



Fairly Legal 

•  Kate Reed montage 



Vince Ready  

•  Vince Ready – Miracle Man 



Lakhdar Brahmini 

•  http://aje.me/1nJITxC 



Indiana Joel/The Ubyssey 



Allison Beck 

http://shar.es/1muj7P 



Justice Department 

•  http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/
the-justice-department-s-soft-side-how-one-federal-
agency/article_591a2e64-7dd1-5008-
b300-0ab9ad8b9168.html#.VDyzNnZCTac.email 


